Events

Sat7 May,1lam
CommunityRallyto Savd_awson
North. BaldwinDrive,LawsonACT.
Info: geoff.robertson@fog.org.au

Sat28 May
ExploringScottsdale
Registermargaret.ning@fog.org.au

Sun5June,10am2pm

Plantingat BudjanGalindji(Franklin
GrasslandReserve)

Info: geoff.robertson@fog.org.au

Work Parties

BudjanGalindjiFranklinGrasslanyi
25Mayé& 1,29 Jun
Wednesday®-11.30am
RegisterMargaret.ning@fog.org.au
NationalLands

22May& 19Jun

Sunday$.30¢ 1pm
Registerjamie.pittock@fog.org.au

The latest updates are found on our
website at Calendar

New Members
Welcometo
Allan& PamelaO®leill ACT
FionaHamer& CraigMoritz NSW

News of Friends of Grasslands

Supporting nativegrassyecosystems
May & June 2022

BN 1B2&Eb

From the President é

Our annual general meeting last month was a moment to reflect on the work
that Friends of Grasslands does and how we can be more effective and enjoy oul
activities. Our 2021 annual repofo§nd herg details another year in which FOG
has made major contributions to conserving key grassland remnants on the
ground and through advocacy, and played key roles in educating the community
and decision makers of the wondeof our threatened grassy ecosystems.

A great committee was elected to carry our work forward for the coming year,
and | welcome and thank those who volunteered to help (who include those
listed on the back page of this newsletter). We also celebratetlzamtk a
number of volunteers who are taking a step back to better enjoy the grass.
Former President (twice) Geoff Robertson, is stepping back from the wonderful
work he has been doing coordinating the newsletter, events and seminars.
Naarilla Hirsch is epping down after devoting 12 of the last 13 years
coordinating our advocacy work. The systematic contributions of Naarilla and
Geoff have been vital to F@Gvork as a champion for conservation of grassy
ecosystems and for holding developers and govermsném account. | thank
them for their exceptional contributions.

FOG needs volunteers willing to step forward and take on tasks that range from
big to small. Help with advocacy, event organisation and the newsletter are
particular priorities. Please calkenf you are willing and able to help (0407 265
131).

Our Committee is currently considering whether the time has come for FOG to
have some partime paid assistance for a few key tasks. This may help to sustain
our very active committee members and othgolunteers and to reduce their
work-load Conserving threatened grassland ecosystems is an ongoing task. FOC
Committee and other members have been greatly concerned in recent months
by a number of instances of poorplanned treeplanting activities in @derra.
These are often being undertaken in the name of climate change adaptation, but
if undertaken poorly, they may have perverse
impacts. There are a number of cases where
ACT City Services have planted trees on
roadsides next to significant grasslarussing
threats by shading sdoving grasslands,
spreading weeds, and providing perches to
raptors who may predate on threatened
fauna. We are concerned that a number
species on ACT City Servides of trees to

plant along streets, are invasive speciéad

as raised elsewhere in this newsletter, we
question the merits of plantinghicroforess  Q
in urban parks when other revegetation
approaches may provide more benefits.

Sat 19 March. Canberra open space tour with
Michael Mulvaney
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For these reasons FOG will step up its engagement with the ACT Government temilp better practices for
revegetating our urban spaces and conserving grassy ecosystems.

By contrast with these issues with tree planting, in March FOG held a productive meeting with ACT City Services and
residents to examine the threat posedtte Black Street grassland in Yarralumla from historic tree planting. At that site
some scrawny oaks add nothing to the urban amenity but increasingly threaten biodiversity. Together, we prepared so
proposals for government and community consideratioat tnay result in selective tree removal to conserve this
grassland habitat. We thank ACT City Services for their professional approach to conserving the site.

Advocacy Report

Sarah Sharp

I wish to thank Naarilla Hirsch personally for her amazing contribution as Advocacy Coordinator over the past
years. She has decided to ease out of this demanding role but has left a significant legacy in the organised
dedicated way she ensured F@&3ponded to all matters of importance within this region. | am acting as interim
coordinator for the time being.

At our annual Advocacy Group planning meeting Naarilla provided an important document to guide her successor
have decided to provide amsunary of that document to describe what our priorities are, generally, and specifically,
for 2022. In many cases, FOG works closely with other community groups, through our involvement with tt
Conservation Coun@iBiodiversity Working Group and as repreatives in other groups.

Our focus is primarily on addressing grassy ecosystem matters within the capital region of ACT and NSW, rather-
more broadscale legislative matters. FOG is increasingly advocating for systematic and proactive conaar/ation
restoration of grassy ecosystems, to conserve and manage remaining grassy ecosystem remnants across all ten
This project was described in the Presi@nReport in our Marchpril newsletter 202203newsletter.pdf
(fog.org.au). Additionally, FOG will seek to actively influencerdgipnal and thematic strategies, such as weed
management programs to reduce threats and conserve and restore condition across multiple sites.

Advo@acy matters that require our attention this year include:

1 North Lawson: continuing to campaign for the preservation of the grassland areas, in conjunction with th
Conservation Council. This will be a federal election item.

1 Lobbying our local representa¢s in the Federal election to reserve significant Commonwealthed sites:
North Lawson, Gurubung Dhaura (including Stirling Park woodland and S&ikenét/oodland) and Yarramundi
Grasslands.

1 Lobbying for improved begiractice management at all agsland and grassy woodland remnants, on and off
reserve (see the current Presid@nteport for our latest success, working with City Services at Black St Grassland
Yarralumla).

Submissions, March and April

There were no submissions finalised in the past two months. Several significant submissions are pending, due late
April, May and June.

1. Greenway Boardwalk & Open Space Construction Project due 20/4/22

2. Action Plan to prevent the loss of mature native eef  due 27/5/22, see
https://yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/actiplanpreventlossmature-nativetrees

3. Budget 20223 submission, due 27/5/22, sg62223 Budget Consultation | YourSay ACT

4. ACT Planning System Review and Reform Project, due 15/6/2R2C3e®lanning System Review and Reform
Project | YourSay ACT

Any additional assistance to the Advocacy group would be very welcome, in the preparation of the pendir
submissions or to contribute to any of the 2022 priorities. Pleaseacome atadvocacy@fog.org.afor more
information or to discuss your potential involvement.

The full text of all submissions appears on B@@bsiteAdvocacy (fogrg.au)
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Microbats, grassy ecosystem® and the
Eastern Berntwing -bat

Michael Bedingfield

The EasternBentwingbat is the most commonlyrecorded microbaton CanberraNature Map. Nonethelesst has
been declaredvulnerablein NSWand Victoria. Many of the records of this bat are at grasslandsites, such as
MulanggariGrassland# the ACT Likea varietyof other microbats,it finds grasslands fine placeto foragefor food,
whichit doesat night usingecholocationto detectits prey in the dark. Microbatshavethis namebecausethey are
muchsmallerthan fruit eating FlyingFoxesor Fruit Bats genusPteropus sometimescalledmegabats Microbatsare
insect eaters and are also known as InsectivorousBats. If you are foraging for flying insectsin the dark using
echolocationthen an open spacewith no obstacleds a goodplaceto do so. Grasslads provide an excellentvenue
with abroadmenu.

I haveprovideda drawingof our subjectin flight. If youlook carefullyat the wingsyouwill seethat althoughbatshave
quite different abilitiesto usearthboundhumansthe bonestructureof the wingresembleghat of our armandhand.
Youcanseethe elbowjust slightlyawayfrom the furry body.Thelong6F 2 NXB stritdhiésawayto the 6K | yvitiich
hasbeengreatlymodified. The&i K dz¥sayéite short and hasa tiny hook at the tip. Theother four dfingers have
been elongated.A thin membraneof skin stretchesfrom the body and short backlegsand goesacrossthis bone
structure to create a very effective wing. A feature of the bent-wing bats is that they are able to bend the longer
dfingerg andfold backthe tips of their wingswhennot in flight. Thisenableshemto havelongerwingswith a larger
surfaceareathan other microbats.Sothey are capableof very fast and long-distanceflight. At night when they
disperseto foragetheyareableto travel 50 kmfrom their roostin searchof food.

Thescientificnamefor the EasternBentwingbat is Miniopterusorianaeoceanensislt is alsocalledthe LargeBent
wing Batand wasformerly known as Miniopterusschreibersioceanensislt is distributed widely on the eastside of
the Australiancontinentfrom north Queenslando southernVictoria,with most of the populationconcentratedon
the eastside of NSW.Smallemumbersare alsofound in north-easternAustralia.lt is migratoryand movesbetween
roostingsiteswith the seasonandthe relativeabundanceof food. It foragesoverawide varietyof ecosystentypes,
all describedn the environment.nsw.goxeference but notablyit includesgrasslandandgrassywoodlands.

Thisbat is hasa body weight of 13 to 17 grams,with pregnantfemalesbeingup to 20 grams.The headand body
lengthis about6 cm andthe wingspanis 30to 35cm. Thefur is chocolateto reddishbrown on its backandslightly
lighter colouredon its front. Thesnoutis shortandit hasa highéR 2 Y ShBadlwith shortround earsandsmallbeady
eyes.

EasterrBentwingbatsroostcommunallyin cavesaswellasmanmadestructuressuchasderelictmines,storm-water

tunnels and occasionallybuildings.Theyform into colonieswith discrde populationscentred on specialmaternity
cavesthat are usedeachyearin springand summerby the femalesto givebirth and raisetheir young.Thesecaves
are few in numberbut in the regionof southernNSWthere are two suchcavesat Wee Jaspeand Bungonia.These
cavesareveryimportantfor the preservatiorof the speciesso maintainingtheir integrityis vital. Thebatsspreadout

up to about 300 km from these maternity caves,usinga number of other cavesetc. as roosts during the annual
lifecycle In our region where the winters are cold and insect food is scarce,the bats seekout cold cavesfor

hibernation. It is very important to avoid disturbingthe bats, especiallyduring the maternity phase and winter

hibernation.Humandisturbanceof roosting cavesis one of the reasondor the declineof the speciesCaveentrance
managementwith gates,barriersor fencesis requiredat somelocationsto preventhumanintrusionbut alsoallow
the batsfree movementin andout.

Breedingby EasterrBentwingbatsoccursin May or Junebut the femalesare ableto delaydevelopmentin the womb
throughwinter until August.In Novemberor Decembeithe femalesmoveawayfrom the malesto congregaten the
maternity cavesand eachgivesbirth to a singlepup. Thereis a strong bond between mother and infant until the
young are able to fly well and fend for themselves By Februaryor March the femalesand young have left the
maternitycavedo join the other bats.Breedingandroostingcoloniesmaycontain100to 150000members.

When using echolocationmicrobatsemit a high-pitched soundrepeatedlywhile listeningto the echo comingback
from anyobjectsnearby.Theirfinely attuned sensesallowthemto createa picture of their surroundingsandbe able
to navigateobstaclesjnteractsociallyandlocate preyin the dark. Thesoundproducedby mostspecieds abovethe
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hearingrangeof ushumans Butwith ultrasonicaudioequipmentthesesoundscanbe detectedanddifferent species
canbe identified by their uniqguesound. Thishightechmethodis usedfor doingmicrobatsurveysMicrobatsare very
acrobaticand most feed by capturingflying insectsin their mouth. But someare alsoable to catchinsectsin their

wing membrane,transfer the prey to the tail membraneand from there to their mouth, all while in flight. They
consumea lot of mothsbut alsobeetlesandother nocturnalinsects.

In recent decadesthere have been decliningnumbersof microbats,includingour subject,and some of them are
threatened.Researches are trying to learn more about them to try to understandwhy. One of the reasonsis the

graduallossof high quality roosting and foraginghabitat. While our subjectroostsin cavesmany other microbats
roostin tree hollowsor other cavitiesaswell asunderpeelingbark. Sothe clearingof woodlandandforesttreesis a
problemfor them. Foraginghabitatis lost to increasingurbanisationaswell asa variety of agriculturalactivitiesthat

canreduceinsectnumbersandbiodiversity.

At MulanggariGrasslandsthere are three other bat speciesrecordedapart from our subject. Theseare Gould's
Wattled Bat Chalinolobusgouldii SouthEastern Freetail Bat Ozimopsplanicepsand White-striped FreetailBat
Austronomusaustralis All these speciesneed woodland trees or other trees for roostingand breeding.Theyalso
forageoverwoodlandsand grasslandsSothey are more closelytied to grassyecosystemshan the EasterrBentwing
bat.

MichaelPennayjis the coordinatorfor ACTBatwatchwhich studiesand monitors localbat activity. Thereis increasing
interestin encouragingmicrobatsto live on farmsasa form of pestcontrol for a varietyof crops.Michaelhasbeen
helpingsomefarmerswith hisknowledge Becausenicrobatseat somanyinsectsthey cansavefarmerslots of money
by reducingthe needfor pesticidesRoostingooxescanbe placedappropriatelywherethere are insufficienttreesfor

roosting.Thistrend isawin/win for agricultureandthe future of microbatspecies.

Sincemicrobatsare secretive nocturnalandlargelysilentthey are easily
overlookedButthey haveaveryimportantrole in variousecosystems,
especiallpecausdhey consumenillionsof nocturnalflyinginsects So

the declineof our grasslandandgrassywoodlandss entwinedwith the

threatenedfuture of manymicrobatspeciesThisisanothergoodreason
for usto continuethe work of protectingandenhancingour grassy
ecosystems.

f
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10534
https:/Mmww.swifft.net.au/cb_pages/sp_common_bentng_bat.php

References:

https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/youmistrict-landcareinc/microbatson-farmsworkshop/
https://canberra.naturemapr.org/species/8526
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Close Up otwo winners from recent
seasons

John Fitzgerald

Thistime | look at two plantsthat I've seendoingquite well right now aroundCanberra one native,oneweed.

Thedesirablenativeis one that I've includedin a previouscloseup - the grassSporobolusreber(seealsoFOGNews
May-Jun2019 page4). Thisgrassis not abundantlocallybut is fairly common.It seemsto be doing better in 2022
than | rememberfrom earlieryearsand hasgrownand floweredwell in manyplaces It doesnot require a dampsite
but hasenjoyedgood rains. The way that the slender,long inflorescenceshangecolour over time fascinatesme.
After florets havefertilised,the contractedpanicleis notablygreygreeninterrupted by bright greensegmentof bare
stem. At maturity, the spikeletcolour haschangedto red-brown. My closeup imageshowsthat grainsare mostly
responsibleor this - they are initially very pale greenwhenthey start to be pushedout from the lemma-+paleand
becomebrowner; many grainsremain weaklyheld, droppingas drying of the panicleprogressedrom its tip to its
base.Theexoticrelative Sprobolusafricanusbehavesn a similarway.

The undesirableweed is Cyperuseragrostis Thisplant definitely prefers damp spotsin drainagelinesand ditches.
Weedsof Australiasaysthis plant (link here) originallyfrom the Americashasspreadwidelyandin Australiais rated an
environmentaWweedin both SEstatesand SWof our country.My adviceon this one, evenif it is not prioritisedin lists
of our worstinvasivesisto preventit gettingawayin anynativeareathat you value.Makesureyou removeall flower
structuresand carefullydig plantsout - they haverhizomesandroots but theseare neither deepnor large. Its waxy,
brightgreenstemsandleawesseemto resistherbicide.

Our recent wet seasonshave encouragedts vigorousgrowth and spread,all of FOG'swork sitesincluded. Some
inflorescencdeaturesare shownin myimage.Glumesare greenwhenyoung,turning brown with maturity andfreely
fallingfrom the plant sheddingplump nuts. Thosewho'veread my closeupspreviouslhyknowthat | enjoyplayingwith
numbers.| pulled apart one mediumsizedplant with greeninflorescencego count. My plant had 12 culms,with
around 8 clustersof flowers on each.Eachclusterhad about 30 spikeletsand eachspikeletbore about 14 glumes.
Multiplyingall this comesto about40,000potential nuts from one plant, dependingon how manyglumeswere full.
I've recentlyseendrainageareascontaininghundredsof plantsandtherefore manymillionsof UmbrellaSedgeseeds.
If youdoubtedmy adviceaboutclearingthe plantabove maybel've pushedyouto actbeforeyourglumesgobrown-
I hopeso,asthis onewill readilytake overanydampplace.

If you don't knowthese plantsand want more information, searchout detailsand photosin your favourite websites
andreferenceguides.

Sporobolus creberith exposed red-brown, ripe grains Seed structures from spikelets of Cyperuseragrostis A two-sided
spikelet still holding some glumes is shown in centre, 7 detached
brown glumes containing single nuts lie to its left side, 11 shiny
bare nuts lie on the right, eachwith a short black beak and most
with adried style still attached.

Micrographswveretakenat the NationalSeedBankof the AustralianNationalBotanicGardensTheycanbereproducedreelyif attributed and
linkedto the CreativeCommondicenceCOBY Blackscalebarsnearthe bottom right cornerof bothimagesrepresentl millimetre.
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Our native grasslands and the people
who care for them

FOG member and author, Jenny Horgfieidwriting a book to be callé@ur Native Grasslands and the PeopleoV
Care For Then She hopes this will be published in good time to mark thar8versary of FOG in November 2024.
Below is a short extract from the opening chapter, célady Enquiref3

Ninety years ago a young forestry graduate spent six months exploring the Kosciuszko region, covagjumy& 00
miles on foot and on horsebk. Baldur Byles had studied forestry at the University of Sydney, and, after field
assignments for the Commonwealth Forestry Service in Europe, he was commissioned to undertake an environme
survey of the Snowy Mountains region. Hisk was to examine detail the water catchments for evidence of
damage to the soil, water and vegetation of these areas.

The historian Keith Hancock reckoned that Bes ready to live rough in rougher country than the Man from
Snowy River ever penetrat@dis method wa4o ride along the stockmdh tracks with his packhorse on lead, to
pitch camp in suitable places and then examine the surrounding country on foot, forcing his way through the thi
scrub of the steep slopes down to the bottom of the dgemeswhere the dangers of erosion were greatest.

Until Baldu® survey very little scientific research had beemducted in the area, and his report, published in 1932 as
Bulletin 13 by the Commonwealth Forestry Bureau, weangprehensive study of Auralia® alpine environment. In
fact it encapsulated a new way of looking at that landsaapejn which all elements were part of a significant whole:
soil, water, rock, grasslands, forests and wetlands.

Decades of grazing on the snow leases had btalrgmatic anddamaging change to the high country. Byles found,
for example, that approximately two thirds of the area he traversed that had originally been covered by alpine shrul
was now completely bare, cleared out by fires, mainly-made. Often lhere was nothing but dead stems on the
ground, and thexposed soil was then blown away or washed down the slopes by rain and snow.

What Byles was witnessing was the result of decades of burdntices by the men who had summer leases in the
high county. In talking to men who had worked this counByles was told that often their first task w#ts burn

and keep on burning the woody shrubs and snow @iftstallowed easier passage for horses and stock, and in the
place of the shrubs palatable gsas appeared for the
cattle, though this was often eaten out after a season
two. Bare soil and exposed rocks led to increasing eros
and a general drying out of the swamps and watercours
Byles rode through one area on the Jagungal plate
where, inthe former swampéhe dry peaty material could
be heard crackling under the ho@dooveQ

Byles was not the first person to be disturbed by t
burning and grazing practices common in the high counts
In 1840 the Polish geologist and explorer PaueRcki §
noted the extremedryness of the sofl and the alteration |

which colonization impresses on its surfa¢te saw how
the forests, grasses and shrubs which sheltered moist
were disappearingdnder the innumerable flocks and axe
which the settles have introduce@

That report was written ninety years before Byles wrote
notebooks, during  which time such practices hdse
continued unchecked.

* Jenny has written seven books and been the recipie
two awards for no#iiction Book of the Yearcim the ACT
Writers and Publishers Centre. Her latest books are 'Va
Beyond the Suburbs: thelder Settlers of Tuggeranong]
and 'A Bookshop in Wartime'.
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Landcare - the FOG experience in the
Australian context, part 1.

In this article, Alan Ford, loAgrm FOG member and land carer, reviews historical views about the purpose an
evaluation of landcare programs and poses guestions for FOG to consider about its own landcare projects. Part 2 i
next issue.

The recent ®GAnnual Reporfor the AGM listed the wideanging work that FOG now does in the landcare space. |
have tried to look at Landcare in a longer context and what follows is less than the tip of the iceberg on this and t
related topics of biological divésand survival. It begins a long time ago and Preliminaries are relatively recent.

Historical perspective

In the Report on the ecology of the Hume Catchninst S G M Cabegan to draw a comprehensive and historical
overview of the situation as she s@wn 1947, sayingtit has been well known for many years that soil erosion is
reducing the efficiency of the Hume and similar mountainous catchments. The dangers attending furthe
deterioration have been emphasised by officers of the Government Departoacerned in the management of
such country. The 1939 fires have since made the situation much worse, completing the ruin of many parts a
initiating the destructive process of soil erosion in the rest of the area. These 1939 firsheexecumulatedesult

of a hundred years of mismanagement and abuse of the country. During this long period it has been occupied ¢
used by graziers, miners and farm¢ré (D J CarA Book for Maisi2005)

In 1979 the Commonwealth government accepteprinciple the need for a national soil conservation program.

The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) has pointed to the beginnings of the Landcare program in the 1¢
and its longterm significancedFor too long, Australians had witnessed the inhpafc pollution in their local
communities and not known what to décross our wide, brown land, people cared deeply and wanted to come
together to protect their local rivers, trees, land and wildlife.

Joining forces with the National Farf@eFederationNFF), ACF proposed the idea to Prime Minister Bob Hawke,
taking a local model and turning it into a national movement that would engage communities in activities to revers
the degradation of farmland, public land and waterways. The federal governmdarediethe 1990s as the 'Decade

of Landcare'. The subsequent Plan had the following goals: to make the whole community aware of the problem
land degradation and of the benefits of sustainable land usegritinue the development and implementation of
sustainable land use principles and practices; to ensure all public and private landowners and managers underst
the principles of sustainable land use and could apply them in their use and management decisibrg)dvakans

to work together in parership for sustainable land use; to put effective and appropriate economic, legislative anc
policy mechanisms in place and to facilitate the achievement of sustainable land use.

The second report by the Larade facilitator, Andrew Campbell (19%bted that the draftDecade of Landcare Plan
generally lacked visions, strategic direction and specific plans for action and lacked evidence of community inputs
his third report, he recommended (among other thingsat: éa natural resource monitoring andnt literacy
initiative (be fundedX.in order to develop and implement a landcare monitoring strategy which Xesidblish
principles and guidelines for the funding of landdamsed monitoring progranXsthat 5% of the community
Landcare budget be allocat¢o support the implementation of a landcare evaluation strategy

In Land Degradation in AustrallaE Woods suggested that you would need to develop outcome indicators for
Commonwealth goals, such as research, education and national awareness; @adniogrdination; and support
for community ation.

In Rural Land Degradation in Australfathur and Jeanette Conacher discussed the possible confusion between
Landcare and the soil conservation movement and organisations. They outlined their concerns, chief among the
being the possibility that the problem that the group was formed to deal with may be insofobdd depenied on

how well the problem was targetethe quality of leadership and training, the availability of funds and the efficient
transfer of information.

In Critical Landcar€1997) Andrew Campbell indicated that if Landcare was to make a lasting contribution tc
improving rural sustainability it mticome to grips with some difficult issues including: unrealistic expectations;
confusion over who should pay for what; preoccupation with fundinglementationquestions group interests
versugthose of catchments aegionsHe said that the principable of landcare groups was to generate commitment

to sustainability at a community level and to change social norms in favour of developing more sustainable system:
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land-use and management. He concluded by stating #raddaregroups had a fundameriteole to play in fomenting
commitment to sustainability at a community level, and in acting cooperatively to improve natural resource
management.

In the same volume Robert Haworth tablke example of treelearing to demonstrate the problem that Landcase

an ideology that diverts attention from the real forces at work in contemporary Australian agriculture. Hawortt
pointed out that landcarehad received public funding without undergoing a rigorous analysis of its philosophy or
purpose. Put simply, theugstion was whether th®ecade of Landcafkad resulted in a net increase in the number

of trees in Australia. The evidence pieced together suggested that it had not, and there had beamprio kb
clearing of Australian native vegetation in the @99

In 2003 the Commonwealth commissioned a review.JBkR@vas asked as part of that review, whether there been
an improvement in the natural resource condition at the property, local and regional levels. They said that it
extremely difficult to quatify an improvement in resource condition in the absence of regularténgmonitoring

of key natural resource attributes. Most people consulted during this review stated there had been no monitorin
program in place to assess the benefits of Landaztieitées, nor had they been asked to implement such a program.
Landcare was not having the impact at the catchment and regional level that was originally intended. It was a
difficult to determine at the catchment level, the impact of Landcare actiditiat occur as a series of discrete on
ground works across the catchment without connectivity or a strategic focus.

The review stated that the Way forward @r Landcarewas to collaboratewith Commonwealth state and local
governmentgo initiate monitoringand evaluationprogramsand to assesshe benefit of the investmentin it. Data
andinformationcollectedaspart of monitoringprogramsneededto be analysedy peoplewith appropriateskillsand
summaryinformationneededto be fed backto thoseresponsibldor managinghe resource.

In 2014 the ACF and the NFF again called for governments at all levels and the community to: one, commit t
decade of action to overcome the challenges confrontingtrali@® land, water, wildlife and farmlandat lie at the

heart of our economic security and way of life; tatoengthen the connection between farmers, traditional owners,
urban Australians and all those working to improve the health of our environment; and three, recognise th
maintenance and iprovement of our farmlands and natural environment as vital components of our living national
infrastructure.

A Senate committee in 2015 noted that the Australian Framework for Landcare, authored in 2010 by a working grc
representing the Landcare commtyniexplains the Landcare ethos. Landcare is a uniqgue comrbasigégl approach

that has played a major role in raising awareness, influencing farming antdamadement practices and delivering
environmental outcomes across Australian landscapes for yearg. Largely, local group involvement had been the
catalyst for voluntary community engagement, understanding and action in the development and adoption c
sustainable langnanagement practices and the acknowledgement of our shared responsibility feerviog
biodiversity.

The Senate Committee also noted that The Australian National Audit Office had commented on one of the relat
programs, that the administering agency's evaluation of the program had found that theredsek af standard,
meaningfll and quantified monitoring and evaluation systems for the national investment strééem ANAO came

to a similar conclusion. As a consequence, reporting to Parliament on the extent to which NHT initiatives, funded
the national level, have contributed program objectives had been limited.

Donations

FOG makes small grants to researchers, educaors and on-ground projects suchasFo G6s TSEK
Project. You can make a tax -deductible donation to the FOG Public Fund :

Direct debit: BSB 633 000, AX5343960(Bendigo Bank).
Please include your name and advise our Treagtgasurer@fog.org.au

Or Cheque: payable gBriends of Grasslands Public Fupdnhailed to Treasurer, Friends of Grasslands
Inc., PO Box 440, Jamison Centre, ACT 2614. Include your name and postal address.

Note: if you would like your donation to go to the TSR project please indicate this when you make your
donation. A receipt for tax purposes will be sent to you.
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Recent FoG Events

BudjanGalindii
Our first work party for 2022 was held on 2nd Feb with
attendance of seven, and since then scheduled anc...
impromptu work parties (and attendance) have beenf
held on 23 Feb (6), 2 Mar (4), 7 Mar (4), 21 Mar (4), 2
Mar (5), 6 Apr (7)Work parties have undertaken a
number of tasks slashing tall grass in some better
patches, hand weeding and herbiciding weeds wit
daubing and backpacks, removing seed heads
numerous fleabane and St J&nwWort SJW, and
cutting and daubing woody wds.

More recently time has been spent preparing and S N
cleaning up after the burnffs which took place over Volunteer downtime
two days- 21 and 22 March. These took place mostly in s
higherquality grassland areas with the aim of removing
seeds of unwanted plants, woody weealsd invasive
grasses such as phalaris, paspalum, serrated tussock a
so on. Nowadays we tend to be more focussed tha
hitherto.

Work parties have become more flexible in their timing,

Removing St Jmmswort seeeheadsfter theburn

BudjanGalindjiclearrup

On13th Marchlocalresidentsand FOGmembersgoined
in the cleanrup day at Budjan Galindji organisedby
SuzanneOrr MLA. This is the fourth time she has
organisedsuch an event. She informed FOGthat in
political circlesBudjan Galindjiis known as ‘8uzann&
patchQ shehasbeena drivingforce in creatinginterest
in the site.

Suzann@ office advertised the event through her

Facebookpage and by letterboxing, registered with

CleanupAustralia, and provided the marquee, bags,
glovesand lunch. The clearrup was supported by FOG
and ACTParksand ConservationServices.The photos
arethoseshepostedon her Faceboolpage.

The first image shows some of the 17 people who
attended the event. The site was exceptionallyclean
andsothe cleanup went very quickly.Beforelunchthe
group adjournedto the seed production area where
Geoff, Suzanneand Maree talked about the history,
plansand aspirationsfor the site and the seedgarden
area.

Thefollowingis Suzann@ Facebookpost on 13 March:
0A big thanksto everyonevho cameout today for bit of

First burn
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handson environmentalismcleaning up the Budjan
GalindjiGrassland@ Franklin.

& often askedwhat®@ going to be developecdhere,
the answer is dnothingg - we are preservingand
restoringthis precioudandscape!

Friends of Grasslands and ACT Parks and
ConservatiorServicehave beenworking on the site
for a few yearsnow and havenow starteda planting
gardento grow lots of stockto put backinto the
grasslands.

The next joint event will be a planting day, Sunday5
June hoon-2.30pm,alightlunchto be provided.

ThanksSuzanndor all your support.

T R e e
L 3 5\

HallCemetery JohnFitzGerald

On5th March,animpressivenumberof ninevolunteers
each put in 2-3 hours at work in the Hall Cemetery
woodland. Thiswas particularlyto follow-up from the

Februarywork,andwasmostlyde-seedingandgrubbing
unwantedplantsfrom areasin the northern woodland
block.In additionto the regularcull of Sowthistle Spear
Thistle,FleabaneCleavers,etcfocuswason removing
isolatedplantsof PigeonGrasswvhichare threateniingto

multiply fast. Someadditional solo work was done at

later datesto contain small patchesof Blackberryand
UmbrellaSedge.
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Lifeflourishingin Canberraopenspaces

MichaelMulvaneyopenedhis remarksby stating dUntil
about the last five years,the standardmanagemenbof
urban open spacewas to plant trees and mow an
understorey, creating conditions of low biodiversity.
Today there are over eighty resident groups in
Canbera sQuburbswhich, with the supportof the ACT
Government,are increasingthe biodiversity of their
areas through mid and understorey plantings and
regenerationwith the aim of restoringor enhancinghe
life that onceoccurredthere. Thisleadsto muchgreater
local involvement,appreciationand use of the public

areast At each of the four sites Michaelgavea brief
historyof the site andlocalcommunityinvolvement.
BassGardengGriffith ACT)is former naturaltemperate
grasslandhnd retainsa populationof goldensun moth.
When the suburb was being developed,the site was
planted with cedars and redwoods, and now these
magnificent trees are part of Canberr& settled
heritage. The BassGarden§group was formed some
years ago with the aim of recovering the natural
grasslandvegetationwhich is now flourishingand is a
pastrecipientof a FOGgrant. WhenMichaelworkedfor
the ACT government, he arranged for the mowing
regime to change,thus helping the recovery of the
vegetation.At that time removingthe mowingwasan
important strategy,but with rainsin the lasttwo years
biomasgeductionhasbecomea challenge.

Drivingsouth along Kent Streetwe pulled into the car

park acrossthe road from PhippsClose.Thewoodland
on the east side of Kent Streetis now permanently
protected following its inclusionin the HughesGarran
WoodlandsTherewasmuchinterestin a smallremnant
of snowgums,veryrare within the lowlandareasof the

ACT.We then crossedKent Street and walkedto the

edge of the HughesWoodland. The local community
group hasdone muchto clearwoody weeds.Curiously
anold plantingof non-indigenouseucalyptshasbecome
home to Canberr& largestpopulationof GangGangs,
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and hasresulted in severalpublishedpapes on Gang
Gangecology.

At the DawsonEcoparkin Curtin, we observedthe
transformationof an exoticgrassedareato plantingsof
manylocalnativeshrubs grassesandforbs. Thisproject
is conducted by two retired school teachers and
essentiallyinvoles local schoolchildren from the two
nearbyprimary schoolswho plant, carefor, playin and
observethe growth of the plantings Theimageby Larry
O@oughlinshowsMichaeltalkingenthusiasticallyabout
the site. One thing he pointed out was that an area
planted like this may attract up to 400 invertebrate
speciesandthe smallbirdsthat feed on them.

Ouir final stop was at FowlesPlace Weston,where the
previous walkto-wall infestation of African Lovegrass
has been converted to a thriving, diverse campet of
grassesand forbsin two and a half short years- this is
truly an amazingsite. The driver behind this is FOG
committee member AliceHathorn.We hope to havea
longeritem on this projectin afuture newsletter.

Attendeeswere impressedoy the variety of approaches
taken, the numerousgroups and volunteersinvolved,
and their learningand contribution. While the bulk of

attendeesvisited eachsite, somemade an appearance
at one or two sites. All up 30 people attended this

event. ThanksMichael for your fascinatingtour, your

historical perspectiveand very valuable insights, and

also Margaret for organisingthis and so many other

enjoyableandinformativeevents.

Ourbusynationallandsgroup

This year our FOGnational lands group work parties
havebeenhighlysuccessful.

On 20 February,FOGheld its work party at Blue Gum
Point, and was joined by the ANU Intrepid Landcare
Group, organisedby Olivia Stansfield.In all seventeen
volunteerswere present. Accordingto FOGpresident
and our national lands group organiserJamie, d&The
volunteersslew woody weeds along the lake shore at
BlueGumPoint.
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Thiswork greatlycontributedto FOGefforts to remove
woody weedsalongthe southernshore of LakeBurley
Griffin and return it to grasslands.This project is
supportedby an ACTEnvironmenGrantwhichis paying
for larger tree removal. Neverthelessthere remains
plenty of work for volunteersé (Seetop two images)

Thework party on 20 March was anotherjoint event-
this time with Greening Australia and the National
Capital Authority (NCA).The work party focused on
supplementaryplanting at GurubungDhaura (Stirling
Park)to restoreto Boxgumgrassywoodland some6ha
of former pine plantation. Some37 volunteersplanted
around350tube stock.

On Saturday2nd and Monday4th April, four volunteers
from FOG national lands group and Yarralumla
Residentaddressed field trip of about90 Femer first

-year studentsto describethe longinvolvementof FOG
and local residentsin GurubungDhaura - why they

became involved, community objectives there, the

partnership with NCA, the lobbying successesof

volunteers the socialand environmentalimportance of

volunteeringandthe skilHlearningand personalbenefits

of volunteering.This sessioncomplementedthe other

sessionon First Nation culture and land management,
Europeanoccupation, history and development, and

NCAbiodiversityJandandfire management.

On Sunday 10" April, ten volunteers planted 71
eucalyptsand acaciasalong the weediest section of
HainesCreekin GurubangDhauraand celebratedthe
significantbirthday of longstanding=OGvolunteerAllan
O@leil. The plantings are intended to provide
competition to the weeds as part of our longterm
restorationplans.
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