‘Grass half full or grass half empty? Valuing native grassy landscapes’
Friends of Grasslands’ forum 30 October – 1 November 2014
Friends of Grasslands Inc. (www.fog.org.au) supporting native grassy landscapes

WORKSHOP: Balancing grassland conservation & other land uses
Speakers: Sarah Sharp, Alice McDougall, Graham Fifield
Theme: Our grassy ecosystems are highly prized, not only for conservation, but also for many other uses
not least of which are agricultural production, urban parks, defence training, airports, mining, road easements
and hobby farms. What are the issues and potential conflicts and what approaches are people taking to meet a
range of outcomes? How do those who are trying to make a living off their land deal with the pressures from
government and the community to ‘conserve’ their grassy ecosystems?

Conservation on- and off-reserve
Sarah Sharp
There is a tendency to believe that conservation of grassy landscapes outside reserves is not
an optimal solution. The Collins dictionary defines conservation as ‘keeping something from
change, loss or injury’, or, relating to conservation of natural resources and the environment,
‘protection, preservation and careful management’. It is very unlikely that all the states of
grassy ecosystems are contained within reserves, and it is because of the varied land uses and
management that we have the diversity of species and dynamics that is represented today.
There are some things that can be done off-reserve that are not possible in reserves and vice
versa. The most important thing is to support the work of land managers and other custodians
so that they can manage these areas in similar or better condition, while not placing undue
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pressure on them. Such resources include physical resources (money, materials), assistance onground, advice, and encouragement. Networks exist in many forms, and these continue to be
important mechanisms of support.
Sarah Sharp is an ecologist in private practice, specialising in conservation management
of grassy ecosystems. Previously she worked with the ACT Government as an ecologist
with responsibilities in the conservation (protection and management) of lowland grassy
ecosystems. She provides assessment and advice on managing grassland communities, for
government and private organisations and private landholders. Sarah is President of Friends
of Grasslands and was involved in the establishment of Friends of Grasslands 20 years ago.

Planning the grassland landscape – urban edge:
planning for Molonglo River Reserve
Alice McDougall
Canberra supports a population of 375,000 which
is projected to double by 2056. Canberra is a highly
planned city with urban development bordering
grassland nature reserves. Often along these
borders we see conflicts between conservation
and development where challenges arise trying to
satisfy both planning and conservation requirements.
One way of dealing with these conflicts is to look
at using multi management objectives to satisfy
both conservation and planning requirements
in grasslands. Stage 2 development beside the
Molonglo River Reserve plans for housing and
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recreational activities such as walking, cycling and horse riding paths while applying bushfire
management practices in Asset Protection Zones. Coinciding with these Asset Protection
Zones is important potential habitat for the endangered legless Pink-tailed Worm-lizard
(Aprasia parapulchella). The Aprasia restoration project is an example of a multi management
strategy which aims to satisfy the ACT Government’s requirement to control fuel loads
within Asset Protection Zones along the development area, while maintaining and enhancing
Aprasia habitat condition and connectivity. The project involves developing a rocky grassland
restoration technique using prescribed burning, herbicide application, establishment of native
grasses and the laying of important surface rock. (Slides below read left–right, top–bottom.)

Alice McDougall studied environmental science
at the University of Canberra, majoring in
Environmental Management. Her interests
include habitat restoration, conservation and land
management. Over the last 8 months Alice has
focused her attention on developing an effective
method for the restoration of Pink-tailed Wormlizard whilst completing her honours thesis at the
Australian National University.

Workshop 4: Balancing grassland conservation & other land uses

2

‘Grass half full or grass half empty? Valuing native grassy landscapes’
Friends of Grasslands’ forum 30 October – 1 November 2014
Friends of Grasslands Inc. (www.fog.org.au) supporting native grassy landscapes

Whole-of-paddock restoration by Greening Australia
Graham Fifield
As explained at the Greening Australia website,
whole of paddock rehabilitation addresses
paddock-scale problems with paddock-scale
solutions. It is an incentive programs in which
the whole paddock is rested from grazing,
and revegetated with little or no fencing.
Stewardship payments to farmers compensate
for some loss of production while the trees
and shrubs are growing. Later the new
vegetation provides homes and food for wild
species, and shade and shelter for stock. (Slides
read left–right, top–bottom.)
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Graham Fifield is a senior project manager at Greening
Australia Capital Region with seven years’ experience
in environmental rehabilitation. During this time he has
delivered a range of incentive funding projects on private
and public land. Graham has worked extensively across
the Southern Tablelands, South West Slopes and Central
West regions of NSW. He has visited projects in other
states and understands many of the regional challenges
facing the industry. Graham has recently finished a threeyear program of grassland restoration trials and has
been involved with sowing grasses, herbs and forbs. He
is acutely aware of the challenges around seed collecting
for multiple projects, short timeframes and within genetic
considerations.
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