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Land management agencies are confronted with costly and escalating impacts on social–ecological systems. This
situation has arisen as a consequence of European occupation of Australia, combined with impacts of climate
change. An example is current management effort to respond to changes in the frequency and intensity of
bushfires in south-eastern Australia, involving complex and contradictory issues. This research explores paradoxes
to contribute to environmental management agencies’ greater understanding of how perceptions of ‘realities’
are framed by language. This exploration will inform native vegetation-management policy development and
implementation in the most fire-prone region of Australia. Two of the most destructive and widely reported
bushfires in Australia provide diverse forms of data in two qualitative case studies: the Canberra 2003 and Victorian
Black Saturday Central Highlands 2009 bushfires. Themes found in mass media, policies, environmental histories,
poetry and art, and perspectives of land-management practitioners are analysed using a paradoxical lens. This
method will illuminate complex and contested multi-disciplinary management issues following major bushfires.
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