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DEMONSTRATIONS
BUD – Grasslands web portal, a ‘gamma’ version
Kathryn Wells

Myer Foundation–Kosciuszko to Coast (K2C) Grasslands Project
‘Building Understorey Diversity (BUD) – Grasslands’ is a collaborative online network
developed around innovative programs delivered by Greening Australia (GA), Friends of
Grasslands (FOG) and the Myer Foundation–Kosciuszko to Coast (K2C) Grasslands Project.
The portal offers information on Grasslands and Grassy Woodland ecosystems with links
to key references developed over the years by members of K2C, GA, FOG, NSW Office
of Environment & Heritage,Victorian agencies and the Commonwealth Department of the
Environment. The ecosystem information focus areas are:
•
BUD Seed Projects with information access to Greening Australia projects,
•
BUD Grassland Fauna projects and resources across the ACT, NSW and Victoria,
•
BUD Flora with uploaded images and access to photo libraries, online access to field
guides, native grasses brochures and species lists, descriptions of plant communities.
Management case studies and references are provided. They assist in understanding
improvements and conservation of grasslands, through Greening Australia restoration,
revegetation of specific sites and whole-of-paddock-rehabilitation across a range of sites, and
through FOG’s enhancement of public sites as well as the K2C work in recording material on
No. 01
private landholdings on the Monaro and in the Lake George basin area.
A landscape view of grasslands considering biodiversity, connectivity, urban planning, mapping
and monitoring as well as the Commonwealth listing of grasslands will offer links to key
research and reference documents. Many of these are due to come on line in 2015 through
the publication of the Myer Foundation Native Grassland projects from the University of
Melbourne, the ARC for Urban Ecology, and RMIT. A separate landing page on Maps, Apps and
Monitoring will offer easy access to applications for downloading and reporting.
The first iteration of the Database of Demonstration Sites, a list of 25 public grassland sites
with a wide list of attributes, is available as a spreadsheet. The listing of 25 private grassland
sites will be completed once survey information is analysed. This will allow users to search
across management issues as well as link to management plans. The database functionality will
be dependent upon additional development.
Indigenous management of grasslands offers articles and links to ‘Adopting Indigenous values in
the community’ in the Canberra to Cooma areas, and the work of the Eden Local Aboriginal
Land Council in developing the Bundian Way from Kosciuszko to Eden on the south coast.
There will be a focus on the ‘Aboriginal Women at Yam Fields’ project, aimed at reinvigorating
the yam fields in the grasslands on the Bundian Way, which is supported by K2C and GA.
Updates will be occurring regularly through new material, RSS news feeds from local
organisations and posts available to users to promote events. Subscriptions are available to a
seasonal newsletter. Articles, comments, posts and subscriptions are welcome as we progress
through to a beta version, currently at http://66.147.244.110/~budorgau/.
Kathryn Wells is the Manager of the Myer Foundation–K2C Grasslands Project. Kathryn
spent years of her childhood in the wildflower country of Western Australia. Later, she
completed a Masters in Australian history looking at Aboriginal trade in artefacts in southeastern Australia. Kathryn has worked for many years with Indigenous land management
projects, especially in the Northern Territory. Later, when she managed the Australian
Government Culture Portal for five years, Kathryn contributed to the development of a
simultaneous data search tool across the national and state institutions, and later did data
mapping for the NSW Chief Scientist.
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Photography for conservation: grasslands and beyond
David Wong
University of Canberra
Conservation Photography can be a powerful force for change in the conservation movement. It can also
encourage community interest in the environment in more subtle and accessible ways. Using the ‘Seeing
Grasslands’ project and other projects I have been involved in as examples, I will talk about my experiences with
Conservation Photography projects and how you might set up your own.

Dr David Wong is an ecologist and photographer. He worked for a number of years with the ACT
Government’s Conservation Planning and Research unit where he was involved in survey and monitoring
of threatened species and communities in the ACT. He then completed PhD research on the Pink-tailed
Worm-lizard at the University of Canberra. He is interested in the convergence between ecology and
photography and has been involved with or developed a number of programs that aim to raise awareness
about conservation or encourage an interest in nature in participants. These include ‘Seeing Grasslands’,
’PhotoEcology’, ‘Meet Your Neighbours’ and ‘Backyard Naturalists’.
Demonstrations presented: Wong
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Smartphone apps for invasive weed control
Steve Taylor

ACT Parks & Conservation Service
This demonstration outlines the off-line Collector app and off-line Memory-Map app and how ACT Parks &
Conservation Service (ACTPCS) Rangers use them for mapping weed infestations. The maps are stored on
the Smartphones and tablets (off-line) so that they can be used in remote areas. The Collector app syncs with
ArcGIS On-line when a data signal becomes available. The Memory-Map app creates gpx files that can also be
uploaded to ArcGIS On-line. The apps also store important data such as reserve boundaries and protected
plant sites. See also the poster Steve presented at the forum (this proceedings).

Steve is the Senior Weeds Officer for ACT Parks & Conservation Service (ACTPCS), and has worked as an ACTPCS Ranger.
He started his career in land management as a Bush Regenerator in Sydney in the late 1980s.
Demonstrations presented: Taylor
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Canberra Nature Map: citizen science and the important role you can play
Michael Mulvaney and Aaron Clausen

ACT Planning & Environment Directorate and Canberra Nature Map
Canberra Nature Map establishes a direct link between passionate amateur citizen scientists and the professionals.
Originally established to collate ACT rare plant records, from about 150 people with a range of expertise,
including novices, it has now moved on to cover all plants, fungi, snakes, frogs, lizards, butterflies and birds of
the wider ACT region. It receives over 1000 visits a day, and currently 350 new records are added a week. An
observation is reported by uploading an image from a smartphone or GPS enabled camera. The GPS location,
date and author are automatically obtained during the upload. An observer also records abundance data and can
suggest identification or leave it as unknown. Forty experts moderate data entry and species identification for
either a particular area (e.g. Black Mountain) or a plant or animal group (e.g. ferns, butterflies). An observer is
notified by email once an identification is confirmed. Various mapping and database tools enable contributors
to track their own records, view species distributions, or receive records for a particular reserve. In the first
two years,14,000 records have been lodged, including 3500 well validated rare plant locations (40% of the total
number of records from the last 100 years). Identifications include dozens of plants not reported in the ACT
for at least 50 years, first-time records of high-risk weeds and new populations of rare ACT endemic species.
Canberra Nature Map provides a photographic library of ACT’s wildlife and a great way of improving general
public and land manager information on the distribution and abundance of wildlife in our bush capital and region.
Canberra Nature Map is at http://canberranaturemap.org/.

Above: Sanguisorba minor subsp. muricata. Salad Burnet, Sheep’s
Burnet at Pine Island to Point Hut, ACT.
http://canberranaturemap.org/Community/Sighting/1973978
Right: Cheilanthes distans. Bristly Cloak Fern at Urambi Hills, ACT.
http://canberranaturemap.org/Community/Sighting/1948190

Aaron Clausen has worked in the IT industry for over 15 years with a focus on web and application architecture. His
experience has included senior executive roles such as Chief Technology Officer at the Australian Trade Commission. He loves
innovating through the use of software, and using technology to solve everyday problems. In 2014 Aaron was selected to join
the University of Melbourne’s Asialink leaders program. Aaron holds a bachelor of Computer Science from the University of
Newcastle. Previously, he founded hunterhomes.com.au which was acquired by All Homes Pty Ltd in 2013.
Dr Michael Mulvaney is Senior Conservation Officer in the ACT Directorate of Planning and Environment and provides advice
to the ACT Conservator of Flora and Fauna involving planning and development decisions that may affect biodiversity. Michael
has also been a leading volunteer in ACT conservation, particularly with Red Hill Regenerators ParkCare Group. Michael’s PhD
involved weeds research.
Demonstrations presented: Mulvaney and Clausen

